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1. Medical regulations transform in Australia to provide faster
access to medicines and devices
The Government of Australia will adopt majority of
the recommendations made by an independent
review of medicines and medical devices, which will
expedite the drug approval process and ultimately
enable the Aussies to gain faster access to new
drugs and medical products. This independent
review was published in 2014 with an objective to
eradicate any unnecessary or ineffective regulations
regarding the safety or quality of medicines.
Australia’s drug regulator ‘Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA)’ will
effectively reform these recommendations gradually over the next 18 to 24
months with regulatory pathways for some medicines within 12 months.
Australia is deprived of certain lifesaving and innovative medicines and medical
devices, which are approved in other markets; implementation of new
regulations will expedite the drug approval process, especially for approved
products in other countries. It is expected that the cancer patients will have
access to certain medicine at least 2 years earlier as compared with today with
these regulations. The health ministry of Australia expects Australia to be
aligned with other international regulators, and a faster registration of
breakthrough medicines with these reforms.
These regulations also encourage the sponsors to publish the data supporting
their products on their website so that will help consumers to compare
complementary drugs. Additionally, advertising for medical products will be
simplified with these regulations; however, ambiguous advertising will get
stricter penalties.
Source: theguardian.com
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